
Gee Needs to Check His Privilege Regarding Les Wexner

Note: This version restores some links that were omitted in the published version.

Gordon Gee thinks Les Wexner is a victim of “cancel culture gone wild”. Really? Then the
leviathan medical center on Ohio State’s campus must be named after some other Wexner. The
same goes for the Wexner Center for the Arts.

Rumors of his cancellation notwithstanding, Wexner remains in our faces every day. Ohio
State refuses to remove his name from facilities despite evidence that Wexner was in contact
with Jeffrey Epstein longer than he previously asserted. Wexner is also fighting a subpoena in
the Richard Strauss sex abuse case.

For his part, Gee says he doesn’t remember Strauss, who was dismissed from Ohio State on
Gee’s watch. However, survivors insist that Ohio State officials knew about the abuse and an
investigative report suggest that Gee was made aware of it in 1997.

If anyone has been “cancelled” it’s Virginia Giuffre, a prominent Epstein accuser who died by
suicide last year. Also cancelled are the aspirations of young people victimized by Strauss. Gee’s
sympathies, however, lie with affluent elites (including President Trump), not with victims of sex
abuse.

Gee needs to check his privilege before he opens his mouth.

John M. Herbert

Columbus, Ohio

https://www.dispatch.com/story/opinion/letters/2026/01/30/jeffrey-epstein-les-wexner-gordon-gee-ohio-state/88418749007
https://www.wosu.org/politics-government/2026-01-28/former-osu-president-gee-defends-les-wexner-amid-probe-into-billionaires-ties-to-epstein
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/education/2026/01/28/les-wexner-ohio-state-football-complex-name-removal/88396620007
https://www.thelantern.com/2025/12/wexner-epstein-relationship-went-past-2007-email-shows
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/courts/2026/01/28/attorneys-wexner-deposed-strauss-sexual-abuse-case-ohio-state/88381935007
https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/former-ohio-state-president-gordon-gee-speaks-out-about-strauss-epstein-scandals
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/surviving-ohio-state-jim-jordan-richard-strauss-b2772183.html
https://www.wosu.org/politics-government/2025-09-24/fmr-ohio-state-president-gordon-gee-says-he-will-be-deposed-in-strauss-sexual-abuse-case
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/26/virginia-giuffre-suicide-dead-aged-41
https://www.thelantern.com/2025/06/strauss-survivors-speak-on-abuse-the-top-three-takeaways-from-surviving-ohio-state
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/ive-been-college-president-higher-education-needs-embrace-diversity-beliefs

