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Helen Caines is an associate professor of physics at Yale University and a 
world expert in experimental ultra-relativistic heavy ion collisions.  She is 
spokesperson of the 600-person STAR experiment at the Relativistic Heavy 
Ion Collider (RHIC) at Brookhaven National Lab in New York.  Prof. 
Caines earned her Ph.D. in 1996 at the University of Birmingham.  She is 
an elected Fellow of the American Physical Society, an elected Fellow of 
the Institute of Physics of the UK, and a member of the Nuclear Science 
Advisory Committee (NSAC), which advises the Department of Energy 
and National Science Foundation on matters of national importance in the 
area of nuclear physics. 

• Her connection to the OSAPS region: a postdoctoral fellowship at 
Ohio State University 1996-2000. 

 
 
 
Roy Lacey is a professor of chemistry at Stony Brook University with a 
long career in intermediate, high, and ultra-high energy nuclear physics.  He 
earned his Ph.D. at the State University of New York in 1987.  Among the 
most prolific researchers and sought-out speakers in the field, Prof. Lacey 
has authored high-impact publications in both experimental and theoretical 
physics.  He has performed experiments at facilities around the world, 
served on the Nuclear Science Advisory Committee, and held Research 
Fellowships in the U.S. and France. 

• His connection to the OSAPS region: a postdoctoral fellowship at 
Michigan State University’s National Superconducting Cyclotron Laboratory 1990-1991. 

 
 
 
Amy Connolly is a professor of physics at The Ohio State University and a 
leader in experimental ultra-high-energy neutrino astrophysics.  She earned 
her Ph.D. at the University of California, Berkeley, in 2003.  She was 
awarded a prestigious NSF CAREER Award in 2013 and was elected Fellow 
of the American Physical Society in 2019.  Prof. Connolly has published 
extensively on experimental and theoretical neutrino astrophysics and serves 
on the Science Board of the Center for Cosmology and AstroParticle Physics 
(CCAPP). 

• Her connection to the OSAPS region: professor at Ohio State since 
2010. 

 
 
Tuguldur Sukhbold is a Hubble Fellow and CCAPP Fellow in the 
Astronomy Department at The Ohio State University.  He earned his P.D. at 
the University of California, Santa Cruz, in 2016.  He specializes on 
theoretical and computational studies of massive stars, supernovae, and 
astrophysical nucleosynthesis.  Author of many publications in prestigious 
journals, he has recently become a co-investigator of the Lunar Occultation 
Explorer Mission. 

• His connection to the OSAPS region: in the astronomy department at 
Ohio State since 2016. 

  



 
 
 
Thirumalai Venkatesan is currently the Chairman and CEO  of Neocera 
Magma and is a visiting professor at the National University of Singapore.  
Prior to this he was the founding Director of the Nano Institute at NUS 
where he was a Professor of Physics, ECE, MSE and NGS. He wore 
various hats at Bell Labs and Bellcore before becoming a Professor at 
University of Maryland. As the inventor of the pulsed laser deposition 
(PLD) process, he has about 800 papers and 35 patents and is globally 
among the top one hundred physicists (ranked at 66 in 2000) in terms of 
his citations (~47,747 with a hirsch Index of 110-Google Scholar). He has 
graduated over 50 PhDs, 35 Post Docs and over 35 undergraduates.  
  


