
Letterm te tka edhbr ahemld be to this deed. Thr earlier incident was .. . - . . - . . . . . . 

rddre*aed t@ lN@UIR M r ~ ~ ~ ~ n @ *  obviously an accident. It involved only 
I708 Momteemerg Stmai, San Pwnri,ae. Calltermkr Th one life, was committed dlrring otT duty 

. . . .  . 

m&ve the r~gu edit hours, and representrd the old, irnma- 
aettarn tar brgth wken mace.rarg. ture Teddy Kennedy. 

Thc South China Sea incident. on the 
other hand, was a deliberate, official act 

Multiple drowning. involvinq hundreds of thousands of 

Y 0 UR E D I T O R I A L  [A U G U S T  lives. I t  shows what we can cxprct from 
6 & 20, 19791 condemning Carter the new, mature Ted Kennedv. - 

fur not completely eliminating immigra- 
tiun barriers against Indocl~intsc ref: 
ugees comes about four vcars too late. 
Cuban refugees were freely admitted im- 
mediately aftcr Castro's takeover in 
1959. Wh\. hasn't thc same k e n  done 
for Victnamcsc refugees all along since 
1975? Why- havc 100,000 to 200,000 boat 
pcoplc, according to official Australian 
cstirnatcs, been left to perish on the high 
seas, from hunger, thirst. exposure, 
drowning, and acts of piracy? 

'Thc answer is that i h t  Ford adminis- 
tration was prepared, in the spring of 
1975, to use its "parole authority" to 
admit some 200,WO endatlgered Viet- 
narnrse ovrr and above the legislated 
quotas. ifand when Saigon fell. Howw- 
cr, this parole authority is suhjcct to con- 
gressional oversight. On April 17. 1975, 
t t ~ c  chairmen of the Senatc ludiciary - 
Committee and its Refugee Subcommit- 
tee scnt then Secretary of State Henry 
Kissingcr a lettrr makirlg it clear chat 
they would erecr rvery red tape obstacle 
at thcir command-cvcn down to daily 
consultationsta kccp these people out. 

This policy IS t~ot unlike that of the 
United States in the 1930s towardsJew- 
ish refugees from Hitlcr. Boatloads of 
these people wandered from purt to port, 
desperately seeking a ncw homr. By not 
admitting them, wc were partially re- 
sponsiblr for thcir ultin~atc h e .  

In 1 Y 75. Srna torJames Eastland was 
thc chaimman r j C  the Judiciary Commit- 
tee. His posture was understandablt. 
since he represented Mississippi, pos- 
sibly the most racist of Southcrn stairs. 
The position of the cosigner of this letter, 
however, is more dificult. This indi- 
vidual was Senator Edward Kennedy, 
who has an apparently misguided con- 
stituencv amone dcfct~dcrs of human - 
rights. His corcsponsibility for the South 
China Sca holocaust should be appreci- 
atcd by all who would support h&n for 
thc Presidency. 

6 C:happiiquiddick pales in comparison 
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