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Theformateanion,HCO��� , hasbeentrappedin solid neonby thecodepositionof eithera Ne:HCOOHor a Ne:H� :CO� samplewith
a beamof neonatomsthathave beenexcited in a microwave discharge. Prominentinfraredabsorptionsnot only of the formateanion
but alsoof t-HOCO appearin both systems.Detailedisotopicsubstitutionstudiesandthe resultsof ab initio anddensityfunctional
calculationssupportbothidentifications.


