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Someyearsagowe reportedananalysisof a high resolutionabsorptionspectrumfor the 
����������� ������ systemof I � consistingof
approximately9700lines from 79 bandsspanningthe vibrational range ���! #"��%$'& and ��� �( %$)�+*�, .a Resultswerepresentedin
the formsbothof empiricalDunham-typeexpansionsandof near-dissociationexpansion(NDE) expressionsfor thebandconstantsof
the 
 –state.Becauseof theuseof NDE’s, theresultingexpressionswereexpectedto befairly reliablefor extrapolationto dissociation
( �.-� /&.&10 &',12435"10 "1*76 ). Shortlythereafter, Yukiya et al.b reportedadditionalhigh resolutionabsorptiondataspanningtherange���428
56' 
*:9;�/<=& , andshowedthattheAppadooet al. > NDE expressionfor ?5@ did not, in fact,extrapolatereliably. However, they analyzedtheir
resultsonly in termsof a setof bandconstantsfor levels ���428
56A #*:9B��<=& . The presentpaperdescribesa comprehensive analysisof
bothdatasets(which togetherspan99.2%of thepotentialwell) which critically comparestheutility of Dunhamexpansionsvs. NDE
expressionsvs. direct-potential-fittechniques,andyieldsanoptimumdescriptionof thissystem.
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