



Rutherford Scattering (7D50.10)

Location: 76-3C

Concept/Purpose: How scattering of test particles is used to probe the size of things we can’t see
Procedure/Explanation: An aluminum plate is propped up on something like a cylindrical 2 kg mass.  Strips of magnetic tape are attached to the plate and hang down so students can’t see what’s under it.  The instructor rolls steel ball bearings towards the set-up.  The balls go straight through unless they hit the mass.  From this, the diameter of the mass can be estimated.

