UFO (5A10.14)

Location: 8-3L
Concept/Purpose:  Producing Static Charge.

Procedure/Explanation: The UFO is a small piece of lightweight packing foam that you suspend in midair using electrostatic repulsion.   Rubbing the UFO with some foam rubber produces a net static charge. A PVC rod is rubbed with some rabbit fur to give it a similar net positive charge. Now that the UFO and PVC rod have like charges, try to suspend the UFO in the air by holding the PVC rod underneath the UFO. This requires coordination and some practice so plan to come down and spend some time with it beforehand in order to become comfortable with it.

