Fan Cart (1H10.20)

Location: 13-1C
Concept/Purpose: Action and Reaction
Procedure/Explanation: The fan cart is a small car with a battery-operated fan mounted on top. When the fan is turned on the car reacts by moving in the opposite direction that the fan is blowing.  A metal “sail” is placed directly behind the fan to demonstrate that the force applied to the car by the air is equal and opposite to the force applied to the air by the fan. When the fan is turned on, the car will remain at rest since the net force on it is zero.

