Pit Balls and String (1D55.15)

Location: 16-7L

Concept/Purpose: Centrifugal Escape
Procedure/Explanation: The pit balls and string are an assortment of pit balls (similar to those found in your favorite fast food restaurant's children's play area), which have pieces of string attached to them. The balls are distributed to students who are asked to swing the balls in a circle and release at the proper time to hit the lecturer. This demonstrates that the velocity vector of an object in uniform circular motion is tangential to the circle.  The lecturer can use a tennis ball with string attached (1D55.17) FOR DEMONSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY (ball is not to be thrown.)

