



Spring-coupled cars (1D40.55)

Location:  16-5L
Concept/Purpose: Motion of the Center of Mass
Procedure/Explanation: A loop of spring steel is attached between to two air cars that are on an air track.  With the air track on, the cars can be pushed together and then released; the motion of the cars is erratic, whereas the motion of the center of mass of the spring-cars system moves uniformly.

